Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”  
*Extinguishing of candles

 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today November 26, 2023, the Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Rachael Bryson in loving memory of Pete Bryson’s birthday today (November 26).
GREETERS: Nov. 26th & Dec. 3rd - Dale Faust, Rachael Bryson & 3rd person to be announced; Dec. 10th & 17th - Gary Fetterhoff, Chris & Pam Herb & Family.
ANNOUNCERS: Nov. 5th thru 26th: Norine Goss; Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 7th thru 28, 2024 - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: Nov. 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd - 1st Sunday of Advent - Various readers; Dec. 10 - Donna Novinger; Dec. 17 - Bridget Campbell; Dec. 24 - Sue Faust;  Dec. 31 - Gerry Wiest.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Nov. 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd & 10th - Ed Dobbin; Dec. 17th & 24th - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we will discuss Lesson 3 on Nov. 26th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Nov. 26th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin. December Teachers to be announced. We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!              
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
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November 26, 2023

Twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

November 26, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Twenty-sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude    
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Norine Goss                

L:  I will extol you my God and King;
P:  and bless your name for ever and ever!
L:   Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
P:  and God’s greatness is unsearchable!
  L: Come, let us worship together in thankfulness and praise to our Lord!
      *Hymn -          “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”             Page 562
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
The outstretched hand, the cry for help, the lonely look of desperation, and we are tempted to turn aside and look the other way. You, O Lord, are our King and Savior, and you have taught us that when we minister to the needs of those around us we are in truth ministering to you. Sharpen our keenness of vision, that we might see you in these strangers that cross our paths, and responding to their needs we may know that we have indeed seen the Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 95:1-7(Responsive)                                  
  L: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
P: Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.
L For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.
P: In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.
L The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

P: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;

ALL: for his is our God and we the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. Today, if only you would hear his voice.

  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in the God, Creator of all things. We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us. We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom. We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our hearts, our minds, our strength. Amen.
Hymn -                         “I Will Serve Thee”              Page 446
                                         (Sing hymn twice)
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture:     Matthew 25:31-46 (Pg. 38 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “From Serve-Us to Service”     

Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -         “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”                  Page 228 

*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  
                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
Nov. 27 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee
Dec.   3​  - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online - Organist
                   Hanging of the Greens Service/1st Sunday of Advent;

                 Valleys Christmas Meal 
Dec.   4 - 7:00PM - Valleys plays Dartball at Faith U. Methodist Ch.
Dec. 4-16 - Toys for Tots will be in social hall sorting toys from about 10:00AM to 3:00PM
Dec. 10 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal,       Confirmation Class meets after Worship service.
Dec. 11 -  7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Dec. 12- 5:15-6:30PM - Community Meal

Dec. 16 - Toys for Tots toy distribution

Dec. 17 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
                  Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  (3rd Wednesday is Card party from Noon to 3:00PM.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S PROJECT: The Sunday School children are collecting for a Mission Giving Project for the next two weeks. The congregation is invited to donate to this mission. If you would like to participate and you did not get an envelope, please put it in your offering envelope marked “Samaritan’s Purse”. Cash and Checks are both accepted. Checks should be made out to the church and noted that is for “Samaritan’s Purse. 
NO DEACONS, ELDERS OR COUNCIL MEETING IN DECEMBER.
                 PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Kennedi Poteat, (Jessica Bryson’s daughter); Gail Shertzer, (recovering from surgery); Scott Hebert, (Harrisburg Hosp. Karen’s husband, Karen is Barb Lauver’s daughter); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend);  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil, (Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle;  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Sheila Bentz; Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Gary Wallace, (Shirley Miller’s brother-in-law); Mike Lesher
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  Sun. Nov. 26th is the last day to see Gloria Duttry after the service to order your poinsettias to be displayed at the Christmas Eve service.  

ANGEL TREE CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN: Please check out the Angel Tree in the narthex for tags with gift ideas for children in Halifax school district. Gifts should be $30 or less. Return all gifts wrapped and with the gift tag by December 10th to Valleys. See Donna Novinger if you have questions or if Angels are not on the tree.
DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

(Set up for home games is 6:00PM for home games.)
   Nov. 27th - NO GAME
   Dec. 4th - Valleys is at Faith United Methodist Church

   Dec. 11th - Lykens United Methodist Church is at Valleys
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
TOYS 4 TOTS will use the social hall from Monday December 4th thru Saturday December 16th to gather, sort and distribute toys to families in the area.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)
PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!

                UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd (First Sunday of Advent) at 10:15AM.  We will have various readers and carols during the service. Bring your family nativity to be displayed on tables in the social hall. We need help to decorate the church on Tuesday, Nov. 28 before Advent Sunday. If anyone can help, please see Donna Novinger. Pick up your reading for Hanging of Greens!
VALLEYS CHIRSTMAS DINNER: We will have our covered dish fellowship meal on December 3rd following the Hanging of the Greens Service (instead of the 2nd Sunday in December). Please bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert) and join us in fellowship.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have a pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024 followed by Congregational Meal, more details in December bulletins and newsletter.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Christmas Card box will be                 in the narthex beginning December 1 to Dec. 17! Please bring cards in for members and friends who are attending church at this time. You may also send one card to The Valleys Congregation if you prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. There will be a list on the bulletin board in December of members/friends who are not attending at this time and also shut-ins.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for November 26, 2023

Invocation:

Lord God our Father, as we meet you in worship today, help us to worship you with undistracted hearts.  Reveal the wonders of your Word and deepen our faith so that in turn we may build others up with the gifts and opportunities you give us.  May all that we do and say be a reflection of Christ Jesus, our Savior.  In His name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Matthew 25:31-46

Sermon:  



“From Serve-Us to Service”

How many of you remember the old full-service gas stations?  I remember pulling up to a full serve gas station and I would hear that familiar “ding, ding” as I pulled up to the gas pump.  Within seconds one of the crew would come out usually dressed in their work uniform of tan or navy bule ready to go to work.  “How can I help you mam?”   “Oh, I’d like $5.00 worth of regular gas.”    $5.00 dollars – can you imagine.  But I would say, “I’d like $5.00 worth of regular.”   And within seconds they would be pumping my gas and cleaning my windshield, checking my oil.   Those kinds of stations are a memory of the past.

There was a time when church was a place I went to be served.  I went to hear an inspiring message.  I looked forward to my favorite hymns, to listen to a beautiful choir, to have my children taught and my faith encouraged and then, having been “well served” I went home. 

But somewhere in my journey of faith a transition had to happen. I don’t know exactly when it happened.  But it happened.   Somewhere, somehow as a Christian, I found myself moving away from “serve-me” to “service”.  The church was no longer a place I went “to be served” but “to serve”. When did that switch happen for you?  James writes in 2:14, “What’s the use of saying you have faith if you don’t prove it by your actions?” And in 2:17, “Faith that doesn’t show itself by good deeds is no faith at all---it is dead and useless.”

A church like ours requires a lot of helping hands and faithful hearts! And according to Jesus that’s a very good thing!

You see the Lord intends for us to be a full-service station equipped and committed to serving the needs of our community.  What a beautiful metaphor for us!  A full-service station for Halifax!  Right now, God is looking for churches like that. The Bible says in 2 Chronicles 16:9, “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.” Do God’s eyes land on us? Does he find us fully committed to him?

Jesus puts another spin on this with a story he tells, found in Matthew 25. It’s a story about the final judgment when Jesus will return to separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The criteria he will use to determine which is which, and whether or not we put into action the faith we profess with our mouths.  And the service he seeks from us are basic acts of mercy we all can do everyday:  feed the hungry, give the thirsty something to drink, be kind to the stranger, clothe the naked, look after the sick.

According to God’s word we will be judged less on what we said or what we did in this life and more on what we failed to do when we had the opportunity to serve others!

A young couple from the hills of Arkansas got involved in a church where they were used to a lot of shouting and clapping and running down the aisles for Jesus. They were trying to convince Grandma that she should attend. “You should have seen,” the young man said to grandma. “The Spirit of God was really there! The music was rocking the place. It was awesome!” Grandma just kept rocking in her chair and didn’t say a word. “And grandma!” said the young woman, “You should have heard the preacher. He was really with it today! He was shouting and screaming at the top of his lungs and people were popping up like popcorn praising the Lord! It was unbelievable!” Again, grandma kept on rocking. Finally, the young man said, “Grandma, don’t you like our church?” Grandma finally rose from her chair to speak, “Honey, let me just put it this way. I don’t care how loud they shout, and I don’t care how high they jump. It’s what they do when they come back down that counts!”

Jesus said it’s not how good we feel when we leave here that counts, it’s how we live out our faith on a daily basis and how we respond to the needs of others that’s most important!

Jesus wants to move us away from a mindset which says the church must “serve us” to one where we see ourselves as a part of the church that is in “service” to the people around us!

One night a woman dreamed that she was having a conversation with God. She was angry about all the suffering and evil she saw around her, so she complained to the Lord. “God, why don’t You do something about all this?”

God gently replied: “I did. I created you.”

Here in Matthew 25, Jesus is telling His followers that He wanted them to be a sermon. He wanted them to be walking, talking, living, breathing sermons.

God’s vision for us from day one is to become a full-service station where each of us are the attendants working together to serve those in need through worship and outreach.

To effectively resource the full-service station that God has called us to be requires the commitment and resources of every man, woman, youth and child of our Christian fellowship.  No one can exempt themselves from God’s service.  Each one of us must, with God’s help, pray about, discover and then offer to the body of Christ our commitment to serve. 

In Closing let me tell you a story.  It’s a story about a man who’d driven his car into a ditch in a desolate area.  Luckily, a local farmer came to help with his horse named Buddy.  He hitched Buddy up to the car and yelled, “Pull, Nellie, pull!”

But Buddy didn’t move.

Once more the farmer hollered, “Pull, Nellie, pull!” Buddy didn’t respond.

The farmer repeated this action again, with the same results.

Then the farmer nonchalantly said, “Pull, BUDDY, pull!” And the horse finally dragged the car out of the ditch.

The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. He asked the farmer why he called his horse by the wrong name three times.

The farmer said, “Oh, Buddy is blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he wouldn’t even try.”

The beauty of pulling together in serving is that we’ll encourage each other unto love and good works.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Holy God our Heavenly Father, to you we bring our praise and our supplications.  We pray for Your church universal, that it may be an unfaltering witness.  We pray for each one who has confessed Your name, that we may truly and humbly serve You and bring glory to Your name.  We pray for peace in our world, understanding that promotes peace and unites all people in love.  We pray for those who lead our nations, that they may have courage, honor, and wisdom to rule for peace and justice for all.  We pray for those who suffer pain, grief, or trouble or sickness - _______________.  May they know the assurance of Your presence and trust in You to provide.

Lord, You have called each one of us to serve You in mission, whether it is in our home, our neighborhood, our church, or in the world.  Strengthen us for this mission so that we may serve You with an abundance of joy and honor.  We pray that through our witness Your Kingdom will be broadened with faithful believers in Jesus. 

Holy Lord, hear and answer our prayer, that we may rest in Your assurance that You hear our supplications.  We pray all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

Go in peace, encouraging one another in love, and living as faithful children of God.  Amen.

